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St. John Vianney Church  
Marriage Preparation and Policies 

 
 

Congratulations 
 

Congratulations on your engagement and upcoming marriage! 
St. John Vianney Church is committed to providing the best preparation  

and support for your celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

The following information is prepared to help you plan for your wedding.   
 

Church Requirements 
 The Diocese of Honolulu requires a minimum of four (4) months notice prior to the 

proposed wedding date, six months or more is preferred.  

 The notification begins with your first interview with the Priest or Deacon who is 
assisting in the preparation of your marriage. 

 Please DO NOT make any plans or reservations for the wedding (e.g. print invitations, 
rent a hall, hire caterers) until you have contacted a priest or a deacon. 

 The Priest or Deacon will confirm the date and time of your wedding. 
 

Marriage preparation 
 Preparation for marriage requires several meetings with the Priest or Deacon who will 

witness your marriage.  

 The main element of your preparation is your participation in an Engaged Encounter 
Weekend.  Go to www.hawaiicee.org to register. 

 The Priest or Deacon may also utilize a written questionnaire called FOCCUS to help 
you prepare for your marriage. 

 

Church Documents 
Documents required prior to your wedding are:  

 Original Baptismal Certificate (for Catholics). Contact the Church at which you were baptized to 
request this certificate.  

 Freedom to Marry Form by a member of your family who has known you from at least 
age sixteen. 

 Pre-Nuptial investigation form filled out by the priest or deacon. 

 The Priest or Deacon will advise if additional documents are required. 
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Wedding Times & Days 

 Saturday weddings can be scheduled between 10:00 AM and 1:00 PM. Saturday 
evening weddings are not possible because of the scheduled weekly Saturday evening 

Mass. 
 Weekday weddings can be scheduled between 09:00 AM and 4:00 PM.   

 Weddings on Sundays and Holidays may be scheduled based on the availability of the 
Priest or Deacon and the Church. 

 Weddings are not to be scheduled during the Sacred Triduum, also known as Holy 
Week, leading to Easter.  
 

Rehearsals 
 Rehearsals should be scheduled on the day before the wedding.  

 The rehearsal date and time must be arranged with the Priest or Deacon.  

 The Priest or Deacon will direct the rehearsal.  

 All particulars of the ceremony should be decided ahead of time and discussed with the 

Priest or Deacon before the rehearsal.  

 Out of respect for the Church and those involved in the wedding, please dress 

appropriately and be on time.  
 

Offerings 
 It is customary for those celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage to give an offering to 

the Parish. A suggested offering would be 10% of the total cost of the wedding 
celebration remembering that it is the celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage that is 
the reason for the rest of the celebration (reception, flowers, limousine, food, etc.) 

 Non-parishioners: Suggested fee of $750 for the use of the Church. 
 

The Wedding Ceremony 
 The Priest or Deacon will assist in planning your wedding ceremony.  

 You will have the choice of many different prayers, readings, and blessings. 

 You are encouraged to follow some simple rules: 

Less is more; 
Hospitality and Graciousness are most important; 

Spectacles are best left to the theater.  
 

Witnesses (Bridesmaids and Ushers) 
 Witnesses to your marriage, commonly referred to as the Best Man and Maid/Matron 

of Honor, will stand beside you and assist.  

 The two witnesses should be at least 16 years of age and one witness must be a 
Catholic. 

 Bridesmaids and Ushers are permitted but not necessary for the celebration of 

marriage.  
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Lectors 
 If you have a relative or friend who is a commissioned lector in a Catholic parish, they 

can serve as a lector for your wedding. Please check with the priest or deacon.  
 

Flower Girls and Ring Bearers 
 Flower Girls and Ring Bearers are permitted but not necessary to the wedding 

ceremony.  
 

Music 
 The St John Vianney Music Director will assist with the selection of the music. 

 The suggested fee for the Music Minister is $150.00. 
 

Environment 
 The Church environment for the wedding ceremony will follow the Church's Liturgical 

Year.  

 Aisle Runners are not permitted and please do not tape or tack anything to the pews. 

 Please do not throw Rice (or anything else). Flower petals are allowed, but need to be 
cleaned up.  

 

Clean up: 
 After the ceremony, please be responsible for removing flowers and all your and your 

guests belongings. Be sure the Church is restored to order before leaving.  
 

Considerations 
 Plan and make your wedding liturgy the primary focus of your celebration.  

 Take advice from the Priest, Deacon and the Music Director who will help to plan your 
wedding.  

 Distinguish between what is essential and what is not.  
 

Social Customs 
 Wearing special gowns and tuxedos, having bridesmaids and ushers, flower girls and 

ring bearers, white aisle runners and unity candles are all examples of social customs.  

 The practice of the father “giving away” the bride and the seating in the Church 
according to family affiliation comes from a time when marriage was seen as a union of 
families for which the bride’s family was reimbursed for the loss of a daughter. 

 It is superstition that decrees that the bride and groom should not see each other 
before the ceremony and that the entire wedding party must dress alike.  

 Many of these customs and superstitions do not really mean much. Rather, they can 
add unneeded expense and actually distract from the fact that marriage is a 
celebration of a covenant of love made in the sight of God.  

 The priest or deacon can offer suggestions on the use of Social Customs. 
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Ethnic Customs 
 As an example, couples sometimes wish to include the tradition of the veil and cord 

placed on the bride and groom during the exchange of coins. 

 The priest or deacon can offer suggestions on the use of Ethnic Customs.  
 

Personal Wishes 

 Although your wedding ceremony expresses your personal feelings and tastes, it is also 
a celebration of the universal Church and Parish that rejoices with you and supports 
you in this Sacrament. 

 Special secular songs or poems, the lighting of a unity candle, or the giving of a rose to 
the mothers, often crowd the ceremony with too many things and make it difficult for 
those present to understand exactly what they mean. Such elements might better be 
used at the rehearsal or at the reception. 

 The Priest or Deacon can offer suggestions on the use of Personal Wishes 
 

Religious Devotions 
 The wedding liturgy is rich in symbol and the various scripture readings and prayers 

give a broad perspective on the Christian experience of marriage.  

 Some couples may want to include religious devotions that are not part of the official 
ceremony, such as a bouquet of flowers for the Blessed Mother. These can be better 
used after the ceremony.  

 The Priest or Deacon can offer suggestions on the use of Religious Devotions. 
 

Photography 
 The photographer(s) must introduce themselves to the Priest or Deacon before the 

wedding and request specific instructions or limitations. 

 The photographer should dress professionally and should be as unobtrusive as 
possible.  

 Flash photography is discouraged in the church during the wedding ceremony and 
videotaping should be done from a stationary video camera.  

 A proper and dignified atmosphere should be maintained. 
 

State of Hawaii Requirements 
 Both parties must be 18 years of age or older. If one or both parties are under 18, 

please call 586-4545 for requirements needed to obtain a marriage license. 

 A marriage license application can be done online within 30 days of your wedding date 
at: https://emrs.ehawaii.gov/emrs/public/home.html 

 You can also apply in person within 30 days of your wedding date. Both bride and 
groom must appear together.  

 Bring the wedding license worksheet to the rehearsal and give it to the Priest or 
Deacon. They will complete the marriage certificate requirements. 

 The Hawaii Marriage License Office on Oahu is in the State Health Department Building 
at 1250 Punchbowl St. For hours and more information call the office at 586-4545. 

https://emrs.ehawaii.gov/emrs/public/home.html

