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Dear Parish Family, 
 

Happy Birthday!   
 
With all the overwhelming events of the Corona Virus, came Easter. And 50 days after Easter, 
today, we celebrate the birthday of the Church, known as Pentecost. The Word “Pentecost” is 
derived from the Greek word “pentekoste” meaning “fiftieth day. Pentecost Sunday is a Chris-
tian feast with a Jewish origin in the Old Testament known as the “festival of weeks” (Shavuot) 
(Ex. 34:22). Since Shavuot is celebrated 50 days after the “pesach” (Passover or Christian 
Easter) in thanksgiving to God for the reception of the   Torah, Hellenistic Jews gave it a Greek 
name pentekoste.  That was the major reason why the Jews gathered, in the first reading. In 
Christianity, we celebrate Pentecost, commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit on the 
Apostles. It is also the tenth day after the Ascension. 
 
Sometimes Pentecost seems like a minor event as it brings a close to the liturgical season of 
Easter. But consider that in the weeks following Christ’s death and resurrection, many  of his 
followers were undoubtedly still processing the incredible events they had witnessed, and  
were probably wondering what God wanted them to do now that Jesus had carried out his   
mission. In reality it is a key moment in the history of the Christian faith. God empowered  
his disciples to be understood in many different languages. You might be thinking, “That’s all 
very interesting, but why is Pentecost important?” It is important because it infused the small  
community of Jesus-followers with the core mission that would define the Christian church  
ever after - to share the message of Jesus Christ with the entire world.   We too are sent as  
Pentecostal people on the same mission to bring God’s love to the world as we say:  
“Lord send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth”. 
 
In the Risen Christ, 
Fr. Peter  

Pentecost Sunday 
May 31, 2020 



School News     by Earl Walker         
    

   For over fifty years your parish 
school has proven to be a vital 
institution for educating the youth in 
our community.  Recently we 
established an SJV Scholarship 
Fund to help parents affected by 
the Coronavirus pandemic to keep their 
child enrolled in our school.  With so many 
parents out of work and having lost income, 
we urgently need your support to help those 
families who need financial assistance to 
pay next year’s tuition.  
   Please help us continue to provide these 
children an outstanding education.  Letters 
were mailed to many local businesses and 
several parishioners asking for support of 
this worthwhile program.   
   Please respond by sending in a donation. 
All will be appreciated and recognized.  If 
you did not receive a letter, please donate to 
this Fund by mailing a check to SJV 

Scholarship Fund, 940 Keolu Dr. Kailua, HI 
96734.  Mahalo for your generosity. 

Know Your Catholic Faith Corner 
 

Apologetics without apology! 

 

Why do Catholics confess to 

a Priest? 

Over the past weeks, we have seen how the 
Apostles were given authority to act in the 
person of Christ to forgive sins. (Jn. 20:21-
23) Confession is a wonderful Sacrament 
which brings healing to the soul.   
 

Seal of Confession: No law can compel a 
priest to divulge the sins confessed to him. 
He cannot reveal them either directly or  
indirectly; or by giving information based on 
what he knows through confession. 
 

Procedure in the Confessional : You begin 
by saying: “Bless me, Father, for I have 
sinned. It has been - (state the length of time) 
since my last confession.(.....) These are my 
sins.” Then tell your sins committed since 
your last confession. When you have finished 
telling your sins, you should say: “For these 
and all the sins of my past, I am truly sorry.”  
 
 

The priest will then give the necessary ad-
vice, assign your penance and ask you to say 
the Act of Contrition:   
 

O my God, I am heartily sorry for having  
offended Thee, and I detest all my sins, because 
I dread the loss of heaven, and the pains of hell, 

but most of all because they offend Thee, my 
God, Who art all good and deserving of all My 

love. I firmly resolve, with the help of Thy 
grace, to sin no more and to avoid the near  

occasions of sin. Amen.” 
 

Then wait and listen as the priest gives the 
absolution. Then after saying “Thank you, 
Father”, you leave the confessional and then 
perform the penance assigned by the priest.  

  

What is Penance? It is an action we must 
perform or consequence given that is deliv-
ered to us by ourselves, others, our confessor 
(the priest hearing our confession) 
to motivate or move us to stop and avoid our 
sins, and move us towards true godliness. 

  Stewardship of  Treasure 

      

 

 

 

Offertory:    Our weekly donation for 

May 23-29, 2020  is $ 7,106.00 and the 
weekly budget is $ 9,288.00.  Therefore, we 
have a deficit of  $ 2,182.00.   

MAHALO for  your continued SUPPORT  
to GIVE. If you give online, keep giving 
online, and if you give by envelope, you can 
mail or drop off your donation at the Parish 
Office or place in the Slot Box. 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=time+talent+treasure+clip+art&id=6595982B893827C0E6CB00766F3B43414800EDE6&FORM=IQFRBA


                      

Healing of  

Daisy Houghtailing 

Kathleen  Heirakuji 

and 

for the Homebound 

 

    

Welcome God’s Family as we gather  

together after so long of time.  While it 

will be a joyful event, will also have re-

strictions, because we want to be sure that 

all who attend are kept as safe as possible 

from the virus.  Let us worship our  

Heavenly Father, to celebrate the presence 

of the Risen Lord, and to allow him to  

rekindle in us the fire of the Holy Spirit! 

                                 

                                                       Next Week 
                

                                 The Most Holy Trinity 
                                      June 7, 2020 

 
 

 

 
Reading I  Exodus          34:4b-6, 8-9 
Reading II  2 Corinthians      13:11-13 
Gospel   John        3:16-18 
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Welcome to: 

FRANCIS HAI PHAM 

 

 

Seminarian of Diocese of Honolulu – Summer placement June/July. 

1st Year of Theology at St Patrick’s Seminary, Menlo Park, California. 

 

I was born on September 22, 1988, in Vietnam. I am the second child of eight children to       
Joseph Hoang Pham and Theresa Khuong Nguyen in Vietnam. After High School, I went to 
Saigon for my education at University after which I joined the Order of the Brothers of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel in 2011. I was a brother in the Carmelite Order for    
several years and finished the program of Philosophy at the Jesuit Scholasticate in Saigon.    
After a long period of prayer, discernment, and spiritual direction, I left the Carmelite Order 
and had a regular job for a few years, before I applied to join the Diocese of Honolulu.  
With conviction, I feel that God has called me to be a diocesan priest. In 2019, this led me 
to     enter into St. Patrick’s Seminary as a seminarian for the Diocese of Honolulu. 
 

This summer is the first time that I will be doing my pastoral work in a parish. I am excited  
and I hope that the pastor, Fr. Peter, and the faithful at Saint John Vianney Parish will teach   
me some new experiences of motivation and courage to help me continue my studies toward 
the priesthood. This is also a great opportunity for me to continue learning about the church, 
the people of Hawaii, and the spiritual needs of the faithful. This will help me connect with  
and also become a part of the people here so that I can serve the church better in the future.  
 
Please pray for me. 
 


